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CONFERENCE DETAILS

Dates and Time

Thursday, August 12, 8:15 am – 4:50 pm

Friday, August 13, 8:15 am – 4:50 pm

Location

Zoom Webinars & Zoom Meetings



CONFERENCE SCHEDULE

Thursday, August 12th
8:15 AM – 8:45 AM Welcome and Opening Remarks

9:00 AM – 12:20 PM Student Presentations

LUNCH

1:30 PM – 4:50 PM Student Presentations

Friday, August 13th
8:15 AM – 8:45 AM Plenary Session

9:00 AM – 12:20 PM Student Presentations

LUNCH

1:30 PM – 4:50 PM Student Presentations



CONFERENCE INFORMATION

• All conference activities will be hosted through Zoom.

• Conference participation and Zoom requires the following:

• Stable internet connection 

• Speakers and a microphone 

• Webcam

• Presenters are expected to attend the entire SRC – support your colleagues 

or check out a panel outside of  your field to learn something new!

• There are two sessions each day (morning and afternoon).

• There will be multiple concurrent panels during each session.

• You will present once.

• Each panel will be assigned a room (TBA).



SRC PANEL FORMAT

• Oral presentations accompanied by a PowerPoint slideshow or 

PDF visual aid.

• 3 or 4 presentations per 1-hour-long panel.

• Moderated by a faculty member, postdoc, graduate student, or 

alumni.

• Each presentation must be no longer than 10 minutes.

• Groups of  2 get 12 minutes.

• Groups of  3 get 15 minutes.

• 15-20 minute Q&A and discussion session at the end.



ORGANIZING 
YOUR PRESENTATION



FORMATTING AND DESIGN TIPS

• Slides ≠ Presentation

• Slides guide your presentation.

• Keep it simple.

• Concise bullet points

• Minimal text

• Images (1 graphic per slide)

• Simple backgrounds

• Control visibility with simple "animations.”

• Be consistent.



FORMATTING AND DESIGN TIPS

• Slides ≠ Presentation

• Slides guide your presentation.

• Keep it simple.

• Concise bullet points

• Minimal text

• Images (1 graphic per slide)

• Simple backgrounds

• Control visibility with simple "animations."

• Be consistent.

• Font

• Easy to read

• Size 18+

• Contrasting colors

• Don't be afraid to go big!
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FORMATTING AND DESIGN TIPS
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• Keep it simple
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FORMATTING AND DESIGN TIPS

• If  I try to have fun with color, it can be really 
hard to read.

• If  you try to fit a lot of  ideas on one slide

• --> reduce font and chart sizes

• --> Audience can't read it well

• --> They will switch to squinting, not listening

If  I use complete sentences to write out everything I think I want 

to say, it gets really long and totally distracting and your audience 

should be hearing from you and not simply reading slides. If  the 

audience is focused on reading large blocks of  text, they are not 

paying attention to your presentation; they are just reading it.





GENERAL PRESENTATION TIPS

• Don't just read the slides.

• Explain each slide – especially graphs, 

tables, data, etc.

• ~1 minute per slide

• Slow down

• Be confident in sharing the work you 

have done.....



INTRODUCTION (1-2 MINUTES)

Introduce yourself

• Name, mentor, SRP program, title of  project

• Sponsoring/applicable departments, grants, class, etc.

Introduce your work ("Introduction/Background")

• Establish the academic context of  your work.

• Explain the significance of  your research to your field and/or the larger world.

• Topic

• Previous literature

• Research question/goal

• Why is this important?

*Booth, Colomb & Williams. The Craft of Research. (51-67).



BODY (6-8 MINUTES)

Key Content

• Theoretical Framework

• Methods

• Thesis/Hypotheses

• Results

Determine the best way to organize your theoretical framework, evidence, 

methods, and data.

• Think of  the presentation as telling the story of  your research:

• What key concepts do you need to convey?

• What is the most important thing for people to know?

• Transition between ideas in a way that shows your logic.



CONCLUSION (1-2 MINUTES)

Conclusion

• Reiterate and summarize your thesis 

and key points.

• Explain the significance of  your 

research.

• Potential applications

• Consequences

• Implications

• Identify future directions on this topic.

• Next steps

• Future questions

• Other Slides

• References 

• Acknowledgements (mentor, 

program, funding, etc.)

• Thank the audience.



A FEW FINAL TIPS



WHAT IF YOUR PROJECT IS NOT FINISHED, YOUR RESULTS 
INCOMPLETE, YOUR EXPERIMENT FAILED?

"If we knew what it was we were doing, it would not be called research, would it?"

- Albert Einstein

"Research is formalized curiosity. It is poking and prying with a purpose. It is a seeking that 

he who wishes may know the cosmic secrets of the world and they that dwell therein."

- Zora Neale Hurston

• Present what you have, using preliminary results.

• If  your results are not satisfactory or complete, explain why.

• Discuss potential avenues for future work.

• Focus on context, purpose, goals.

• You won’t be the only one not finished.



WHAT IF I DON'T KNOW HOW TO ANSWER A QUESTION?

• Honesty is the best policy! If  you can't answer a question, thank the person for their 

question and explain that you will further pursue the answer to that in future 

research.

• It's OK to use this space to think out loud.

• If any colleagues or mentors of  yours are in the audience and you think they might 

be comfortable speaking, you could open up the floor to their input.

• If  you already knew all the answers, why would you be doing research?

• Remember: the audience wants you to succeed!



HELPFUL HINTS AND REMINDERS

• Proofread your presentation.

• Practice out loud and time yourself!

• Practice in front of  your mentor and colleagues.

• Record yourself  presenting to see what you need 

to work on.

• The time limit will be enforced!

• Test-drive your technology and virtual 

background.

• The audience is rooting for you!



Questions?


